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18 PAST AND PRESENT. Book L 

it to him. Thick serene opacity, thicker than amaurosis, 
veiled those smiling eyes of his to Truth ; the inner retina 
of them was gone paralytic, dead. He looked at Truth; 
and discerned her not, there where she stood. " What is 
Justice 1" The clothed embodied Justice that sits in West- 
minster Hall, with penalties, parchments, tipstaves, is vciry 
visible. But the wnembodied Justice, whereof that otht 
is either an emblem, or else is a fearful indescribability, 
not so visible ! For the unembodied Justice is of Heavei 
a Spii-it, and Divinity of Heaven, — invisible to all but the 
noble and pure of soul. The impure ignoble gaze with 
eyes, and she is not there. They will prove it to you by 
logic, by endless Hansard Debatings, by bursts of Parliap- 
mentary eloquence. It is not consolatory to behold I For 
properly, as many men as there are in a Nation who eon 
withal see Heaven's invisible Justice, and know it to be on 
Earth also omnipotent, so many men are there who stand 
between a Nation and perdition. So many, and no more. 
Heavy-laden England, how many hast thou in this hour? 
The Supreme Power sends new and ever new, all bom at 
least with hearts of flesh and not of stone; — and heavy 
Misery itself, once heavy enough, will prove didactic I — 



Cbap. VI. HERO-WORSHIP. 47 

terday, he will endeavour to select a thing or two; and 
from the Past, in a circuitous way, illustrate the Present 
and the Future. The Past is a dim indubitable fact : the 
Future too is/ne, only dimmer; nay properly it is the 
same fact in i^ew dress and development. For the Present 
holds it in/ooth the whole Past and the whole Future ; — 
as the LwE-TREB Iodrasil, wide-waving, many-toned, has 
its roots down deep in the Death-kingdoms, among the 
oldest dead dust of men, and with its boughs reaches always 
beyond the stars; and in all times and places is one and 
the same Lif ^-tree I 
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6-4 PAST AND PRESEXT. Book fl 

Readers who please to go along with us into this poor 
Jocelini Chronica shall wander inconveniently enough, as in 
wintry twilight, through some poor stript hazel-grove, rust- 
ling with foolish noises, and perpetually hindering the eye- 
sight ; but across which, here and there, some real human 
figure is seen moving : very strange ; whom we could hail 
if he would answer ; — and we look into a pair of eyes deep 
as our own, imaging our own, but all unconscious of us ; to 
whom we, for the time, are become as spirits and iii visible I 



CLap. VII. THE CVNVASSING. 95 

too, every People, speaks its elioicc, — were it only by silent!}' 
obeying, and not revolting, — in the course of a century 
or so. Nor are electoral methods, Reform Bills and such- 
like, mnmportant. A People's electoral methods are, in 
the long-run, the express image of its electoral talent; tend- 
ing and gravitating perpetually, irresistibly, to a confoimity 
with that : and are, at all stages, very significant of the 
People. Judicious readers, of these times, are not disin- 
clined to see how Monks elect their Abbot in the Twelfth 
Century : how the St. Edmundsbmy mountain manages its 
midwifery ; and what mouse or man the outcome is. J 
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of the Quack, and suffer imder him, till your hearts are near 
broken, and no French Revolution or Manchester Insurreo- 
tion, or partial or universal volcanic combustions and explo- 
Aions, never so many, can do more than ' change the figure 
of your Quack ;' the essence of him remaining, for a time 
and times. — "How long, Prophet?" say some, with a 
rather melancholy sneer. Alas, ye unprophetic, ever till 
this come about : Till deep misery, if nothing softer will, 
have driven you out of your Speciosities into your Sinceri- 
ties ; and you find that there either is a Godlike in the 
world, or else ye are an unintelligible madness ; that there 
is a God, as well as a Mammon and a Devil, and a Genius 
of Luxuries and canting Dilettantisms and Vain Shows I 
How long that will be, compute for yourselves. My xa^ 
happy brothers I — 
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ing that teetotalism was his only tme course. Drunken 
dissolute Monss are a class of persons who had better keep 
out of Abbot Samson's way. ScbvU ut lupa%; was not the 
Dream true! murmured many a Monk. Nay Banulf de 
OlanviU, Justiciary in Chie^ took umbrage at him, seeing 
these strict ways ; and watched &rther with suspicion : but 
discerned gradually that there was nothing wrong, that 
there was much the opposite of wrong. 



CbAp-XL THE abbot's WAYS. 123 

A sorrowful waste of noble wood and umbrage 1 Yes, — 
bat a very common one ; the course of most things in this 
world. Monachism itself so rich and fruitful once, is now 
all rotted into peat; lies sleek and buried, — and a most 
feeble bog-grass of Dilettantism all the crop we reap from 
it I That also was frightftil waste; perhaps among the 
saddest our England ever saw. Why will men destroy 
noble Forests, even when in part a nuisance, in such reck- 
less manner ; turning loose four-footed cattle and Henry- 
the-Eighths into them I The fifbh part of our English soil, 
I Dryasdust computes, lay consecrated to 'spiritual uses,' bet- 
ter or worse ; solenmly set apart to foster spiritual growth 
and culture of the soul, by the methods then known : and 
tiow — ^it too, like the four-fifths, fosters what? Gentle shep- 
.herd, tell me what I 
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when noble, ifl not ea ffy; h^^^- ^"V when ignoKlft. Lite ra- 
jure too is a quarrel, and internecine duel ^ w ith the whole 
^orld of Darkness that lies without,. one and within j)ne ; 
— ^ther a hard fight at times, even with the three-pound 
ten secure. Thou, there where thou art, wrestle a nd duel 
along, cheerfully to the end ; and make no remarks I 



Chap. XUL IN PARLIAMENT. 133 

For Lords of the Treaenry have in all times their impass- 
able limits, be it by * force of public opinion' or otherwise ; 
and in those days a heavenly Awe overshadowed and en- 
compassed, as it still ought and must, all earthly Business 
whatsoever. 
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Chap. II. GOSPEL OF MAMMONISM. 187 

thing is left but that she prove her sisterhood by dying, 
and infecting you with typhus. Seventeen of you lying 
dead will not deny such proof that she wcis flesh of your 
flesh ; and perhaps some of the living may lay it to heart. 

* Impossible :' of a certain two-legged animal with fea- 
thers it is said, if you draw a distinct chalk-circle round 
him-, he sits imprisoned, as if girt with the iron ring of 
Fate ; and will die there, though within sight of victuals, 
— or sit in sick misery there, and be fatted to death. The 
name of this poor two-legged animal is — Goose ; and they 
make of him, when well &ttened, Paid de foie grasy much 
prized by some I 
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derfulest universal smoky Twilight and undecipherable dis- 
ordered Dusk of Things ; wholly an Uncertainty, Unintel- 
ligibility, they and it; and for commentary thereon, here 
and there an unmusical chatter or mew : — truest, tragi- 
calest Humbug conceivable by the mind of man or ape I 
Th ey made no use of their souls ; and so liave lost them. . 
J h^ worship on the Sabbath now is t o roost there, with 
unmusical screeches, and half- remember that they had 
souls. 

Didst thou never, Traveller, fall-in with parties of ^ 
this tribe t Meseems they are grown somewhat numerous 
in our day. 
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or hitherto unsolved ; deeper than any of our Logic-plum- 
mets hitherto will sound : questions deep enough, — which 
it were better that we did not name even in thouglit I You 
are forcing us to think of them, to begin uttering them. 
The utterance of them is begun; and where ^vill it be 
ended, think you? When two millions of one's brother- 
men sit in Workhouses, and five millions, as is insolently 
said, * rejoice in potatoes,' there are various things that must 
be begun, let them end where they can. 
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of velocity, an ever-deepening, ever-widening sweep of 
momentum, truly notable. It is at the Arifitocracy's own 
damage and peril, still more than at any other's whatso- 
ever, that the Aristocracy maintains them ; — at a damage, 
say only, as above computed, of a 'hundred thousand poimds 
an hour' I The Corn-Laws keep all the air hot : fostered 
by their fever-warmth, much that is evil, but much also, 
how much that is good and indispensable, is rapidly com- 
ing to life among us I 
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Thunder, and no tie will bind if it be not that of Tybnm 
gallow£hrope8, — ^then verily you have changed all that ; and 
for it, and for you, and for me, behold the Abyss and name- 
less Annihilation is ready. So scandalous a beggarly Uni- 
verse deserves indeed nothing else ; I cannot say I would 
save it from Annihilation. Vacuum, and the serene Blue, 
will be much handsomer; easier too for all of us. I, for 
sone, decline living as a Patent-Digester. Patent-Digester, 
Spinning-Mule, Mayfiedr Clothes-Horse : many thanks, but 
your Chaosships will have the goodness to excuse me I 
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thou wilt cheerily encourage : thou wilt swallow down com- 
plaint, unreason, weariness, weakness of others and thyself; 
— ^how much wilt thou swallow down I There shall be a 
depth of Silence in thee, deeper than this Sea, which is 
but ten miles deep : a Silence unsoundable ; known to God 
t^nly. Thpiusbalt-be a Great Man. Yes, my World-Soldier, 
thou of the World Marine-service, — thou wilt have to be 
greater than this tumultuous unmeasured World here round 
thee is : thou, in thy strong soul, as with wrestler's arms, 
shalt embrace it, harness it down ; and make it bear thee 
on, — ^to new Americas, or whither God wills I 
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at commandy " ils s^en appelaient a" — " A la PoaUritS^ inter- 
rupted he, helping me out. — " Ahy MonsieuTy noriy mille fais 
nan I They appealed to the Eternal God ; not to Posterity 
at all 1 Citait JiffirmC 
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Bat heard tre the Yoioe^— 
Heard are the 8e(ee, 
The Worldi and the Agea t 
** Ohoote well ; your choice ki 
Brief and yet endlen i 



Here eyei do regard jimf 
In Btemity*! stiUnew ; 
Here b all folneas, 
Ye braye, to reward yon ; 
Work, and deipair not." 
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332 PAST AND PRESENT. Book IV. 

different, his work somewhat fitter for him. An Editor's 
stipulated work is to apprise thee that it must be done. 
The * way to do it,' — ^is to try it, knowing that thou shalt 
die if it be not done. There is the bare back, there is the 
web of cloth; thou shalt cut me a coat to cover the bare 
Imck, thou whose trade it is. * Impossible V Hapless Frac- 
tion, dost thou discern Fate there, half unveiling herself in 
the gloom of the future, with her gibbet-cords, her steel- 
whips, and very authentic Tailor's Hell; waiting to sec 
whether it is 'possible'? Out with thy scissors, and cut 
that cloth or thy own windpipe 1 
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answer well in Cotton-Mills. And yet observe there too: 
Freedom, not nomad's or ape's Freedom, but man's Free- 
dom ; this is indispensable. W e must have it, and will have 
it I To reconcile Despotism with Freedom; — well, is that 
such a mystery t Do you not alread y know the way? Ji^ 
is to make your Despotism ju9L Rigorous as Uestiny ; but 



just too, as Destiny and its Laws . The Laws of God: al 
men obey these, and have no * Freedom' at all but in obey- 
ing them. The way is already known, part of the way; 
— ^and courage and some qualities are needed for walking 
on it! 
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SO Uessed, tluice-blessed, for himself and for us all ! In 

hope of the Last Partridge, and some Duke of Weimar tA 

among our English Dukes, we will be patient yet a while. 

< The Fuiiire hU\e» in it 
Gladneu and sorrow ; 
Wo press still thorow. 
Nought that abides in it 
Dauutiug us, — onwiixd,* 
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